
 
 

   
 
 
 
1 May 2020 

 

Kia ora parents, caregivers and whanau, 

As you know Ferndale School alongside other specialist schools is closed at the beginning 
stages of Level 3. We are waiting until 11 May to hear what alert level the government will 
declare on 11 May 2020. 

This decision made by the government has been made because of significant health and safety 
risks for students and staff in specialist schools and because most students in specialist schools 
cannot follow the health and safety requirements set out by the government as follows: 

 Students sitting in the same place each day 
 1-meter physical distance between all children, young people and staff 
 Students maintaining a 2-meter physical distance outside and 1m inside from other 

students and staff during breaks 
 Students having a 1-meter distance from others on school transport. 
 Physical education classes and break time activities not including sports with <2m physical 

distance or where the same equipment is touched by different students (balls, ropes, sticks, 
etc). 

For specialist schools this situation is made more complex by some students sharing bodily 
fluids with other students and staff through spitting, running noses, sneezing and coughing into 
the air. In the current situation with COVID-19 (coronavirus) these behaviours pose a significant 
risk and danger to other students and staff as they are all behaviours that would enable a virus 
to spread rapidly among our school population. 

This week we have received information from the Ministry of Education around what our school 
transport provider on what transport they are able to offer under Level 3. The advice we have 
received is as follows: 

 Sedans may not be used for SESTA under Level 3, as social distancing requirements 
cannot be met.  The only vehicles that may be used are those which allow a clear 1 meter 
of social distancing between a student and the driver, such as vans. 

 Students in wheelchairs cannot be transported, as it is not possible for the driver to 
secure the wheelchair whilst maintaining the mandatory 1 meter of social distancing. 

 Only one student may travel in each vehicle, unless they are from the same family bubble.  

 If the vehicle will be used for any purpose other than transporting the one individual SESTA 
student assigned to it, it must be sanitised after each use. 

 If a vehicle does more than one SESTA run, it must be sanitised between journeys 

Our school transport here is Christchurch has the added difficulty of a reduced number of 
drivers being available in Level 3. They have advised that school transport will be considered on 
a case by case basis but they are unlikely to be able to transport students unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. 

Te Matapuna Aroha – Te Matapuna Whakapono 



The government has said that school at Level 3 is currently only for students up to and including 
Year 10 and for those children who have both parents working either as essential workers or 
safe workers. All children who can stay home, must stay home.  

At this stage we are currently gearing up for some students to come back onto school sites at 
alert Level 2 as we consider this to be the safest time for some students to return. As a team we 
are undertaking a risk analysis to see how we can best mitigate the risk for students and staff to 
be on site. We do not currently know what transport will look like at Level 2 but it is likely that 
there will still be some requirements for distancing and hygiene measures to be in place. As we 
are made aware of any transport requirements at Level 2, I will share these with you. Next week 
we will put out a survey to families to identify who would like their child/young person to return to 
school at Level 2. Following this we will be able to work with families around what this will look 
like. Even at Level 2 schooling on site will not be back to normal. We will have some staff who 
will not be able to work due to pregnancy or pre-existing medical conditions. Programmes will 
be reduced as online learning will be continuing for those students who will remain at home to 
learn. 

If you are in the situation where both parents/caregivers are essential workers or safe workers, 
please contact the principal so that schooling options in the later stages of Level 3 can be 
discussed with you. If you would also like to contact me to discuss, question or comment on any 
of the above information please contact me on Ph 027 222 6645 or by emailing 
maureen.poulter@ferndale.school.nz. 

Ngā mihi 
Maureen Poulter    
Principal ~ Tumuaki 

 


