
 

10 August 2020 

 
Kia ora Parents, Caregivers and Whanau,  
 
Our government are urging people in NZ to continue to be vigilant when a person is 
unwell. The current government advice is if a person is unwell that need to stay at 
home.  As you will be aware we have a number of students who are medically fragile 
and so we have extra reason to maintain vigilance around illness to protect both 
students and staff. 
 
If your child/young person is sick 
If your child/young person is sick they need to remain at home. If they become 
unwell we will require you to come and pick your child/young person up from school. 
 
I have attached a copy of the Infectious Diseases Chart which the school is using to 
identify how long a student should be away from school if they are unwell. If a child or 
young person is unwell with cold or flu like symptoms the child/young person will 
need to be away from school for a minimum of 2 days and can only return to school 
when they are well. This is also true for other common illnesses such as vomiting 
and/or diarrhoea where a child/young person would also be required to be away from 
school for a minimum period of two days and only return when they are well. Other 
common infectious diseases are on the Infectious Disease Chart and show the time 
frame students would need to be away from school if they had an infectious illness.  
 
If you are concerned about your child/young person and their symptoms you can 
phone Healthline at 0800 611 116 or call your GP for medical advice. 
  
Thank you 
The Board Chair, the Board of Trustees, the Principal and our staff are really 
appreciative of how parents and caregivers are ensuring that their child/young person 
does not come to school when they are sick. We appreciate how you are helping 
keep all our school community safe and well. By continuing to have this focus we can 
continue to support the wellness of every child/young person who attends Ferndale 
School. 
 
If you would like to contact the principal to discuss this further or you have any 
concerns or questions please Ph (03) 3557595 or 027 222 6645 or 
email maureen.poulter@ferndale.school.nz 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
 
Maureen Poulter    
Principal ~ Tumuaki 

Te Matapuna Aroha – Te Matapuna Whakapono 
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