
28 January 2020 

 
Kia ora parents, caregivers and whanau,  
 
I hope you have had a wonderful break with your young people and that everyone is 
looking forward to school starting on Monday 3 February 2020. Staff are hard at work 
making sure everything is ready for our students and we are all looking forward to 
seeing them after the break. 
 
I am sure you have heard the many reports of coronavirus and the recent 
developments with the spread of this virus in some parts of the world.  This is a new 
virus and its specific nature is currently unclear, however it appears that you can 
have the virus at an early stage and not be showing any symptoms.  The incubation 
period for this virus is currently considered to be 14 days.   
 
As always, if your child/young person is unwell they should not be at school. If you 
have a particular concern about your child/young person's health you can contact 
Healthline at 0800 611 116 or your GP for medical advice.  
 
If your child/young person has been to China over the break particularly if they have 
visited the Wuhan region or if they have been in contact with someone who has a 
confirmed case of the virus, I ask that you keep your child/young person at home for 
14 days. 
 
Because the common type of flu and coronavirus have similar symptoms it will be 
difficult for staff to determine what type of virus a child/young person has. If your 
child/young person develops flu like symptoms school will be in contact with you and 
ask that you take your young person home and that they remain at home until they 
are well. If a student does still attend school while showing symptoms the 
Principal can preclude the child/young person if they believe on reasonable grounds 
they may have a communicable disease (Section 19 Education Act). The 
child/young person then has to stay away for the infectious period of the specific 
disease. 
 
For more information on the coronavirus  (Novel coronavirus (2019-nCoV)  you can 
go to the Ministry of Health website   https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-
and-conditions/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov   The World Health Organisation  will 
continue to provide regular updates on the coronavirus and the link for this 
information is: https://www.who.int/   
 
If you have any concerns or questions and would like to discuss this further, please 
contact me and we can discuss these.  
Ngā mihi 
Maureen Poulter    
Principal ~ Tumuaki 

Te Matapuna Aroha – Te Matapuna Whakapono 

https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/diseases-and-conditions/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov
https://www.who.int/

