
15 April 2020 

Kia ora parents and caregivers,   
Welcome to Term 2, even though it is not our usual start to the term. I hope you and your family have found 
activities to enjoy over the school holidays and throughout Easter.  
  
Government discussion on return to school 
If you have been watching the news over Easter you would have seen that the government is talking about 
the start-up of schools. At this stage we have had no confirmation of what will happen. The first step in this 
process will be the cabinet meeting on Monday 20 April to decide if they will change the alert level from Level 
4 to Level 3.  If the alert level changes to Level 3 the government has put forward a possible return to school 
time frame with some students returning on 29 April 2020.  As soon as we have confirmation on what will 
happen for Ferndale School we will let you know. 
  
Learning for students 

In the meantime, I know teachers and therapists have been busy putting together more specific learning 
resources for students and this will be sent via email as we are not allowed to send out any hard learning 
materials. I have also completed the online survey from the Ministry of Education requesting hard packs of 
learning materials for those who would like these. At this stage I do not have a date on when this will be sent 
out to families. 
  
Home Learning/Papa Kāinga TV  
Home Learning | Papa Kāinga TV will start education broadcasting for early learners and 
students in Years 1–10 from 9am today, Wednesday 15 April, with Māori Television 
launching te reo educational programmes on the same day. For children/ young people to 
view this go to TVNZ channel 2+1 and on TVNZ on Demand, as well as on Sky Channel 502. It 
will run from 9am to 3pm on school days with programming for children and young people, 
as well as for parents.  
To see the daily TV schedule go to this website: 
https://learningfromhome.govt.nz/updates/tv-schedules-and-presenters 
  
Free internet safety filter for students 

With a lot of learning currently happening online, internet safety becomes really important. As you will know 
it can be easy for children to accidentally click on an unsafe site. N4L have set up a safety filter that 
parents/caregivers can set up on their child/young person’s device. Just go to switchonsafety.co.nz to find 
clear instructions on how to do this. Please remember that as well as using the safety filter it is still really 
important that this is used in combination with Netsafe’s online safety toolkit. This can be found 
at https://www.netsafe.org.nz/parenttoolkit/ 

  
We are working to support you in all ways that we can during this time. If you do require any 
support, please either let your child/young person’s teacher know or contact me on Ph. 027 
222 6645 or email maureen.poulter@ferndale.school.nz. 
Ngā mihi 
Maureen Poulter  Principal ~ Tumuaki 

Te Matapuna Aroha – Te Matapuna Whakapono 
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